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A Rockwell look — 


Camas aims to beef up downtown retail 
area and promotes trail system 


By KELLY ADAMS 
Columbian staff writer 
AMAS — The city that 
- started as a mill town on 
the banks of the Columbia 
River in 1906 has hitched 
its star to the high-tech 
boom and is one of the fastest- 
growing areas of Clark County. 

The paper mill, owned by Geor- 
gia-Pacific Corp., was built more 
than 20 years before Camas was 
incorporated. Generations of fami- 
lies have worked under the 
smokestacks that form the city’s 
most distinctive landmarks. 

More than 100 years later, the 
town’s largest employers produce 
printers and microchips in the for- 
merly rural valleys west of town. 

Prune Hill, named for the 
groves of fruit trees that lined its 
flanks, now echoes with the 
sounds of large trucks and saws as 
subdivisions sprout. 

Despite that, the downtown re- 
tains a distinctive, small-town feel, 
said Brent Erickson, the executive 


director of the Camas-Washougal 
Chamber of Commerce. 

“People from out of town tell me 
it looks like a Norman Rockwell 
painting,” he said. 

The canopy of trees combined 
with brick architecture harkens to 
a simpler time of family owned 
businesses. 

Bringing enough people into 
that core has been a challenge as 
businesses have moved into high- 
er-traffic, higher-visibility locations 
closer to the highway. 

To address that, a downtown vi- 
sioning plan has been adopted by 
the city council to identify the bar- 
riers that keep people from com- 


‘ing downtown, such as parking 


and traffic, and find solutions. It 
outlines plans for attracting busi- 
nesses into downtown and for eas- 
ing traffic. The left-turn restriction 
off Adams Street onto Fourth Av- 
enue is to be lifted, for example. 
While the sulfurous smell of the 
papermaking process still wafts 
across the city, longtime residents 


@ Population: 12,970 
@ Average age: 34 
@ Major draw: Quaint downtown 


@ Major drawback: That paper mill 
stink 

@ Must see and do: Trails and parks 
along Lacamas Lake, Lacamas Creek 


say scrubbing equipment installed 
in the mid-90s has made a real dif- 
ference in the aroma around town. 
Erickson said the park system is 
another source of pride. A trail 
system lines the lakes and streams 
northwest of town. A three-mile 
route, called the Heritage Trail, 
runs along much of the southwest- 
ern shore of Lacamas Lake. Laca- 
mas Park connects Round Lake to 
Lacamas Creek in a series of trails. 


JANET L. MATHEWS/Columbian files 
Don’t let the sleepy downtown streets fool you. 
Camas is home to high-tech companies that make 
the local economy hum. 


